
THE 16 DAYS 
OF ACTIVISM CAMPAIGN 

2021

C O N C E P T  N O T E

#CHANGEBEGINSWITHME



I

T a b l e  o f
C o n t e n t

1.0 Introduction...................................................................................................................................................1

2.0 Achievements of the 16 Days of Activism Campaign, 2020........................................................................2

3.0 The Contextual analysis ...............................................................................................................................4

4.0 The Campaign Goal and Objectives ............................................................................................................4

5.0 The Campaign Strategies ............................................................................................... .............................5

6.0 Expected Result ...........................................................................................................................................11



0 1

1.0 Introduction

This year, the 16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence Campaign which starts from the
25th November to 10th December present another opportunity for reflection, re strategize and re-
energize to end gender based violence. Moving from awareness to actions, this year campaign seek
to create momentum for a yearlong movement to end GBV.  

In collaboration with the Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and
Children(MOHCDGEC), WiLDAF, GBV MKUKI Coalition, Legal Services Facility (LSF), UN
WOMEN, UNFPA and other UN Agencies we have started organizing for this year campaign which
intends to increase the campaign visibility and reach as many community members in the rural and
urban areas.

Building on the achievements made in the past 16 Days of Activism Campaign, the 2021 campaign
will use both virtual and physical approaches to connect and raise voices to end gender based
violence in the country and all over the world. The idea is to create diverse movements to support
initiatives, take action and inspire changes in the communities.

THE 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM AGAINST GENDER VIOLENCE CAMPAIGN 2020
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Strengthened solidarity and collective power of
mobilization around common goal
The campaign strengthened solidarity, collective
efforts, energy and commitment concentrated over
the campaign period. The campaign created ideal
platforms for joint engagements and
collaborations amongst all relevant actors
including the Government, Development Partners,
Civil Society, Private Sectors and Communities.
This solidarity facilitated development of
collective actions to strengthen strategies and
plans to end GBV in the country Community. For
instance last year’s campaign was instrumental in
the formation of multisector taskforce to promote
ratification of ILO Convention No. 190 of 2019
Concerning Violence and Harassment in the
World Work. In addition to that, concentrated
efforts facilitated development of Guidelines on
the Establishment and Operationalization of
Gender Desks in Higher Learning Institutions to
address alarming rates of sextortion and other
form of GBV.  

Amplified women movement and advocacy
works to end GBV
Last year campaign was instrumental in placing
GBV in the public and political domain.
Innovatively media and social media platforms
were used to reach and garner support from wider
audience. As such, the campaign was successful to
influence and widen movement for Review of
Law of Marriage and enactment of Domestic
Violence Law.  

2.0 Achievements of the 16 Days of Activism Campaign, 2020

Inspired local activism to end GBV
16 Days of Activism Campaign against gender
based violence is instrumental in emergency of
local activism to end GBV in the country. For the
period of 16 days different organizations and
individuals at the grassroots levels organized
activities to commemorate the campaign. Some
of these activities and commitments transform
beyond the campaign to become yearlong and
permanent initiatives. Notable example is drawn
from Kipunguni Paralegal Unit. Inspired by the
discussions on strengthening support to victims
of violence, the unit resolved to commemorate
the campaign by hosting community dialogue to
end GBV in the Kipunguni area. Through the
dialogue they were able to form GBV community
clubs which are now conducting yearlong
activities to prevent and respond to GBV cases in
their locale. 

Increased number of stakeholders
The campaign is also credited for on boarding a
range of new stakeholders working towards
ending GBV. Concentrated focus on GBV was
helpful to reach organizations and agencies that
do not normally work on this issue (churches,
unions, private sector etc.) and to educate new
constituencies. The campaign created a point to
remind each and every one their role and
responsibilities in eliminating GBV. In line with
last year campaign’s focus new stakeholders such
as higher learning institutions and workers unions
were reached and persuaded to pledge their
commitments to end GBV.

Last year campaign has amassed an array of achievements at all levels both nationally and locally.
Achievements recorded include,
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Inspired victims to speak out
The campaign allowed survivors of rape, incest, abuse and other forms of violence to speak out, to lend
their support to the silent masses of women and children who suffer and to empower them with their
stories of Survival. 

Strengthened commitments to end GBV
The 16 Days of Activism Campaign provided a platform for different stakeholder to pledge and strengthen
their commitments to end GBV in the country. Notable commitments came from the Government in
particular the Parliament whereby Deputy Speaker, Honourable Tulia Ackson committed to strengthen
parliament role in ending GBV. Different Development Partners such as UN Resident Coordinator, UN
Agencies’ Country Representatives and Embassies also reiterated their commitment to support initiatives
seeking to end GBV in the country. These commitments create starting points for more engagements to
influence reforms. 

Influenced enactment of comprehensive frameworks to address GBV
The 16 Days of Activism Campaign has been successful to influence comprehensive frameworks to
address GBV. For instance, this year (2021) the Government established Family Court to adjudicate on
family related matters. Family Court has been this campaign’s asks for the past two years. 

2.0 Achievements of the 16 Days of Activism Campaign, 2020



3.0 The Contextual analysis

The 16 Days of Activism Campaign is a time to galvanize action to end gender based violence in the
country. Orange color is a key theme unifying all activities to bring attention to the campaign, and promote
peace, respect and security for women and children. The theme which is underway, will be developed
ensuring that everyone will take a role to prevent and respond to GBV while at the same time ensuring that
voices and stories of survivors and activists heard and put into light in order to end violence and abuse.
This year, the campaign comes around when the Government is evaluating implementation of the National
Plan of Action to End Violence Against Women and Children (NPA-VAWC 2016/17-2021/22) to inform
development of another plan. The campaign create ideal platform for collecting and airing voices for a well
informed and inclusive planning to end GBV in the country. 

The campaign also comes across when the Government and other actors are stepping up efforts to address
COVID-19 which has disproportionate effect on women and girls beyond visible health issues. This calls for
strategic actions to ensure women and girls are put at the heart of every prevention and recovery effort.
In 2021 the campaign seek to penetrate into areas which have received little or no attention. In specific this
year campaign aims at among others addressing GBV amongst persons with disability. Researches indicate
that women with disabilities suffer an equal, or up to three times greater risk of rape, by a stranger or
acquaintance, than their non-disabled peers. Sexual and physical abuse often comes from family members,
carers/personal attendants, or partners on whom the women or girls with disabilities depend. Despite these
shocking figures, too many existing programmes meant to prevent gender-based violence do not take into
account the unique dangers and challenges faced by women with disabilities. Without specific attention and
solutions, these women have been left behind and at risk.
In addition to that, this year campaign continues to build up movement created in the previous campaign in
particular on addressing sexual harassment in higher learning institutions and workplaces.  also builds up
from previous engagements which initiated movements to end violence

4. 0 The Campaign Objectives

Building from previous campaigns and emerging issues, WiLDAF and GBV MKUKI Coalition proposes this year
campaign to address the following key issues: 
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Ending Gender Based Violence against Persons with Disabilities

Sexual harassment in schools and higher learning institutions

Advocate for the enactment of Domestic Violence Law 



5.0 The Campaign Strategies

This year campaign employs wide range of strategies to ensure maximum number of communities are
impacted.
While the campaign is expected to kick off from 25th November to 10th December, movement towards the
campaign will begin from 1st October. The aim is to inspire every individual and institution to take part in
this year’s campaign from National to local levels. 
Throughout, the campaign will make good use of media and social media to mobilize masses to take part in
the movement. To ensure no one is left behind, the campaign will employ community media houses at
different zones of the country. 
At the community level the campaign will strengthen local organizations to devise and implement their own
programs to commemorate the campaign at different zones. 
At the national level, the campaign will create forums and platforms for collective thinking to promote
actions to end GBV amongst duty bearers and other stakeholders.
In addition to that, this year campaign will invite abstracts and policy papers from different individual to
promote researches on GBV issues.
The campaign will also create platforms for learning and experience sharing to strengthen capacities
amongst stakeholders for effective programming of interventions to end GBV
  0 5

To inspire every individual and institution to take bolder stand against GBV
To promote implementation of the NPA-VAWC across all levels 
To improve availability of GBV support services to victims of all abilities

Based on the proposed advocacy issues, the following are this year’s campaign objective



Activity Date Description Lead Partner Estimated 

Budget 

Media and Social 

media campaign  

16
th

 October to 

15
th

 December 

2021 

GBV MKUKI Coalition members will conduct 

media tour to raise awareness about the campaign 

and motivate every individual to take part in ending 

GBV. In addition to that, TV/Radio Programs will 

be produced and aired to create awareness on 

prevention and responding to GBV. Moreover 

social media dialogues will be hosted and messages 

shared to promote safer internet usage.  

We are anticipating this activity will inspire more 

stakeholders to take part in the campaign 

WiLDAF, GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 

 

Kalamu/Pen 

Symposium 

(Capacity building 

sessions to 

journalists) 

18
th

 October to 

29
th

 October 

GBV MKUKI Coalition will organize capacity 

building sessions to journalist in 5 zones of 

Tanzania on GBV reporting. This activity seek to 

create a pool of journalist champions who will not 

only be educating communities but also 

writing/telling stories to uncover GBV incidences in 

their locale. We also aim to create network for 

mutual learning and sharing of experiences amongst 

journalists about GBV reporting.  

WiLDAF/GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 

 

Student essay prize 

competition 

1
st
 November 

to 21
st
 

November 

GBV MKUKI Coalition will organize essay 

competition to students from all over Tanzania. The 

competition will be divided into three categories for 

primary, secondary and university students. We aim 

at inspiring young generation to join movement in 

ending GBV. To ensure no one is left behind, we will 

use GBV MKUKI Coalition members spreading 

across the country will be involved to coordinate the 

activity in their locale. National winners will be 

WiLDAF/GBV MKUKI 

Coalition  
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awarded during the campaign launch  

My Art, My 

Community My 

Responsibility  

(Arts Day) 

2
nd

 November  Recognizing the role of arts in shaping the 

community, GBV MKUKI Coalition with close 

collaboration with BASATA, will organize a one 

day session with music, film and visual artists to 

promote their role in ending GBV. Towards the 

end, GBV MKUKI Coalition anticipate to facilitate 

recording of one song with messages to inspire 

communities to take part in ending GBV 

WiLDAF GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 

 

Press Conference 20
th

 November The Press Conference will be done to inform the 

public about the 16 Days of Activism Campaign 

against GBV 

WiLDAF/GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 
 

Vigil & Exhibition 24
th

 November Prior to the launching, we will hold a vigil night in 

remembrance of GBV victims who passed away. 

The event will also feature showcasing 

documentaries and short movies on GBV issues in 

the country. 

 

Prior to the vigil night, there will be exhibition in 

the course of the day. Exhibition will involve 

different stakeholder showcasing services and 

interventions to address GBV in the country. 

 

This will also involve provision of different services 

to community members in particular GBV centered 

services. 

WiLDAF/GBV 

MKUKI Coalition 

 

16 Days of 

Activism 

National 

Launch 

25
th

 November The national launch will be done at Mlimani City 

Hall, Dar es salaam and have representatives from 

civil society organizations, development partners, 
government, private sectors, UN Agencies and 

WiLDAF/GBV 

MKUKI Coalition 
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other stakeholders from Tanzania Mainland and 

Zanzibar 

Anti-GBV Caravan 25
th

November  

– 9
th

 December 

 

The GBV caravan route will go to the regions with 

high prevalence of GBV in Tanzania. The aim of the 

caravan will be to raise awareness on sexual 

harassment in higher learning institutions. In addition 

to that the caravan will disseminate the newly 

developed guidelines on establishment and 

operationalization of gender desks in higher 

institutions. The caravan will also facilitate 

establishment of these desks in the selected 

institutions in Dar es Salaam, Morogoro, Dodoma, 

Njombe and Iringa. Geita, Katavi, Kagera, Singida, 

Kigoma etc. 

WiLDAF/GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 

 

Shule Salama Tour 25
th

 – 9
th

 

December 

This activity intends to strengthen gender clubs in the 

selected schools. The activity will bring about 

stakeholders which include teachers, government 

representatives and CSOs to discuss strategies that 

will help to eliminate all forms of violence in formal 

educational settings to allow all children including 

children with disabilities to realize their full potentials 

includes teachers, government representatives and 

CSOs to discuss strategies that will help to eliminate 

all forms of violence in formal educational settings to 

allow all children including children with disabilities 

to realize their full potential. Morogoro, Shinyanga, 

Kigoma, Mwanza, Mtwara, Mbeya. 

 

WiLDAF/GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 

 

Jamii Salama 

Community 

Outreach Activities 

27
th

 November 

to 9
th

 December  

GBV MKUKI Coalition will support and facilitate 5 

members at the grassroots levels to conduct 

community outreach activities in their locale. We aim 

at creating champions and increasing community 

WiLDAF/GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 
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support to end GBV  

National Dialogue on 

the role of religious 

leaders to address 

GBV 

29
th

 November 

to 30
th

 

December  

This session aims to bring together 100 religious and 

traditional leaders to strategize and strengthen their 

roles in preventing and responding to GBV amongst 

communities. 

This dialogue takes into account an important niche 

religious and traditional leader play in their 

communities as counsellors and influential figures. 

However, most of the intervention have been 

neglecting and disregarding their important roles in 

social-cultural transformation 

WiLDAF/GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 

 

National dialogue on 

violence against 

women with 

disability 

2
nd

 December  GBV MKUKI Coalition will organize multisector 

dialogue on ending GBV to Women with disability. 

The session aims to promote strategic actions to 

address GBV against people of all abilities. These 

include accessibility of support services to persons of 

ability. 

WiLDAF/GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 

 

High level 

conference on 

ending  GBV in 

the world of work 

26
th

-28
th

 

November 

GBV MKUKI Coalition will convene a high level 

conference with private sector to secure their 
commitment in ending GBV in the world of work. 

The conference is organized basing from learnings 
gathered throughout previous engagements which 

highlighted the need to engage business owners to 
strengthen their commitment in ending GBV.   

 

WiLDAF/GBV MKUKI 

Coalition 
 

World Aids Day 01
st
 December Panel discussion with young women on the 

intersection between HIV/AIDS and GBV 

WiLDAF/GBV 

MKUKI Coalition 

MKUKI 

 

Mental health 03
rd

 December To host a panel discussion on mental health and 

young people; Panelist to include 

psychiatrists, psychologists, neurologists and young 

WiLDAF 

MoHCDGEC 
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people 

To ascertain the challenges faced by young people 

living with mental health challenges; 

To explore interventions and areas needing urgent 

attention in addressing gender violence against 

women living with disabilities (mental health) 

The Dialogue will further focus on the interrelated, 

contributing factors of Drugs, Alcohol, and their 

linkages to VAWC 

Safe digital spaces 

for women 

07
th

 December Online and Panel discussion: Is the digital space safe 

for women in Tanzania. 

MKUKI  

Anti-GBV Awards 09
th

 December WiLDAF and GBV MKUKI Coalition will 

organize GBV prevention and response 

innovative award day to recognize and honor 

innovation, creativity and efforts of 

extraordinary individuals, organizations and 

communities who have taken tremendous 

actions to address GBV, this include prevention 

and responses to cases of violence. 

 

The event will bring together more than 200 people 

from across the country. In addition to that the 

event will be broadcasted live in at least one 

national 

Broadcaster. 

GBV MKUKI 
Coalition, 

WiLDAF 
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Joint action plan by the government, civil society organizations and development partners to address
barriers in implementing NPA-VAWC
Reporting of GBV cases to relevant authority by victims of all abilities increased
Individual and institutional actions to end GBV across all levels increased

The campaign will connect national level activities to the grassroots levels whereby GBV MKUKI
Coalition members who will be organizing activities at the grassroots levels will be sharing reports and
activities daily to ensure the campaign visibility and reach is well observed. This is a necessary step that
will create interconnectivity with the progress made in rural areas. In order to implement this tactic, a 16
Days calendar will be created in order to follow and track the activities done at the national campaign and
the grassroots level. The progress made in the rural areas the previous day will be shared every morning to
keep track of the situation with the use of digital innovations such as media outlets and videos, which are
designed to keep everyone connected and to create campaign visibility. The idea behind this is to ensure
that no one is left behind and the masses manage to move forward in unity and oneness.

6.0 Expected Result

The 16 Days of Activism Campaign 2020 has the following results:
1.

2.
3.





National Coordinator
Women in Law and Development in Africa (WiLDAF)

Mikocheni A area, WiLDAF Street, Block F, Plot No. 635
P.O.Box 76215, Dar es salaam, Tanzania

Tel: +255 22 270 1995
Email: wildaftanzania@gmail.com/info@wildaftanzania.org

CONTACTS

www.wildaftanzania.or.tz@wildaftz


